296                   ALcrcrrN OF YOEK:.

a journey:. I exhort thee not to fail.    Do what
thou hast begun.    Remember the Saxon saying
Oft daedlata d6me foreldit
Sigisitha gahuem suuyltit thi ana ".
That  is, Often  the tardy man (deed-late) loses
glory, some victory; thus he dies solitary.

The suggested date of the letter is A.D. 757-786.

Mention was made on page 57 of the inscriptions
which exist on the great shaft of a cross in the
churchyard of Bewcastle in Cumberland. These
inscriptions are the earliest extant pieces of Eng-
lish prose. They give the names of the King of
Mercia, Wulfhere, his queen and her sister, with
the date " first year of Ecgfrith King of this
realm", that is, A.D. 670. We have another in-
scription dated in Ecgf ritb/s reign, that, namely,
on the dedication stone of the basilica of St. Paul
at Jarrowj/'in the 15th year of King Ecgfrith
and the fourth year of Abbat Ceolfrid ", so that
the manner of dating the Bewcastle cross was that
usual at the time; the Jarrow inscription is in
Latin1. Plate XI shows a facsimile of all except
the two top lines (which were beyond my reach)
of the main inscription on the Bewcastle cross;
a copy of which is given in a note on page 57.
The runes on Plate XI begin with the gar of
Wothgar, the second of the three persons who ce set
up this slender token of victory in memory of
Alehf rith once King and son of Oswy ", the half-
brother of King Ecgfrith; mention has been made
of him on page 9.

The earliest pieces of English verse in existence

1 A photograph of this inscription is reproduced ad p. 209
of my Conversion of ihe Heytarc/iy.